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w e  b e l I e v e
All children have a fundamental right to live in 

safe families and communities, to be emotionally 

and physically healthy, and to receive the necessary 

support in order to achieve academic and life 

success.

w e  e M P O w e r
Communities to take action and make positive 

change in the lives of children. we do this by:

w e  S e r v e
Children by equipping parents, healthcare and 

education professionals, and policy makers with a 

tool belt for better-informed decision making and 

best practices in parenting and treating youth.

• 	 A D vA N C I N g  AwA r e N e S S

• 	 A C C e l e r AT I N g  k N O w l e D g e

• 	 A D v O C AT I N g  f O r  C H A N g e

 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
(Registration begins a half-hour prior)

AbOUT

What They Do

 Why They Do
presents

How Understanding Brain
 development Can lead to 

greater empatHy For CHildren
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Moose lodge
 415. N. Merrill Ave.
glendive, Montana

 Monday, August 25, 2014

A Training by

www.childwise.org



Emotionally troubled youth are often misunderstood and present 
a powerful repertoire of emotional and behavioral difficulties. The 
complexity of emotional and behavioral difficulties is compounded 
over time and is increasingly resistant to intervention and change. 
Across time, these high-risk youth fail and are failed by academic and 
social systems that focus on symptoms and don’t understand their 
central issues, leading to poor assessments, misguided interventions 
and multiple academic and out-of-home placements that fail. 
Caregivers, educators and clinicians are frequently frustrated and 
repelled by the emotional and behavioral difficulties associated with 
some special needs youth. Utilizing a relational development lens, this 
presentation will focus upon the interface of neuroscience, attachment 
and trauma.  

Elizabeth Kohlstaedt, Ph.D., is a licensed psychologist and 

has been the Clinical Director of Intermountain since 1990. Dr. 

Kohlstaedt received a B.A. in German, an M.S. in linguistics, an 

M.A. in physiological psychology and a Ph.D. in clinical psychology. 

She has served as adjunct faculty at Syracuse 

University, and has trained medical, psychology, 

social work and counseling interns from around 

Montana and around the country. Dr. Kohlstaedt 

has appeared on Prime Time Live, National Public 

Radio and in the Los Angeles Times.

rEgistration form
register online (preferred):  * Registration Deadline August 21st

www.childwise.org
Or return this form and payment to: 
ChildWise institute training, Po Box 1170 Helena, mt 59624
Please copy and use a separate form for each person’s registration.

Name ______________________   Credentials ________________

Business/Practice ______________________________________

Mailing Address ________________________________________

City _________________________  State _____  Zip ____________

Phone _______________________________________________

E-mail _______________________________________________

rEgistration fEE
The registration fee for this training is: $50
 (includes up to 6 CEU’s, childcare provider hours or OPI renewal units) 

DisCounts
Discounts are available for parents and caregivers. Please contact Cathy 
Huntley for more information.
(406) 457-4816 or (855) 513-1177, e-mail: cathy@childwise.org 

PaymEnt information
Your registration will not be considered final until payment is received.

Amount Paid: ______________

 ___  Check Enclosed ___  Credit Card

Name as it appears on Credit Card: ______________________________

Card Number: _______________________________________________

Expiration Date: _____________________________________________

Signature:_____________________________________________

FOR MORE INFORMATION vISIT OUR wEBSITE www.childwise.org 
Contact Cathy Huntley, Communications & Projects Manager              
(406) 457-4816 • 855-513-1177 or e-mail cathy@childwise.org.

agEnDa
8:30 A.M. – 9:00 A.M. registration
 
9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. Brain Development
  Elizabeth Kohlstaedt, Ph.D.
 
12:00 P.M. - 1:30 P.M.  Lunch (On your own)

1:30 P.M. - 4:30 P.M. sustaining Empathy
  Jim FitzGerald, M.P.A., MSw
* 2 - 15 minute breaks sheduled for morning and afternoon.

CONTINUING EDUCATION
Up to 6 CEU credits, OPI renewals  and childcrare provider hours 
are available for social workers, therapists, healthcare providers, 
psychologists, educators and childcare providers.

wHO SHOULD ATTEND
Intermountain’s dynamic training is suitable for educators, youth-
workers, mental health professionals, probation officers, church 
leaders, healthcare providers, childcare providers, parents and 
individuals interested in understanding how to help children 
realize their full potential.

COUrSe
Description

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

this presentation will address:
• Brain development from birth through adolescence and the impacts 

of chronic relational stress and trauma in how children perceive the 
world.

• The early formation of unhealthy patterns in social-emotional       
development. 

• How skewed developmental processes compound and exacerbate 
emotional and behavioral difficulties across time.

• How parents and professionals can effectively connect with          
vulnerable children who have had less than ideal early years.

• Principles for the education, parenting and treatment of vulnerable 
children.

Jim fitzgerald, m.P.a., msW, is Chief Executive Officer of 

Intermountain, a nationally recognized, multi-service agency 

specializing in the treatment of attachment-disturbed youth since 

1982. For more than 35 years, he has worked in the areas of 

leadership, training, program development and implementation 

and has played a key role in developing the 

nationally recognized children’s mental health 

agency. Jim received a Bachelors degree in 

Psychology from the University of California, Los 

Angeles and Masters in Public Administration and 

Social work from The Universtity of Montana.

CoursE oBJECtivE Participants wil understand the 
principles of relational development, and how to use those principles 
to become effective agents of change in children’s lives. They will also 
learn the orgin and assessment of emotional and behavior difficulties 
and central issues that must be addressed to foster change and growth.


